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Worthy Brothers of Council 6043,  
 
This Advent, it’s my personal prayer and focus to be present in 
relationships that are meaningful. I once texted a good friend, 
“We need to get together and spend some time. We see each 
other in passing, chat a little at church, but haven’t made time to 
sit down and be.”  The Advent season is when we Knights watch, 
hope & serve.  We remain vigilant to the happenings of the 
Season.  We hope that the next year will not disappoint.  And we 
double-down on our oaths to serve the One who came to save 
us.  Be mindful of presence, more so than minding presents.  

Much gratefulness goes to those who served in the various 
November events: Veteran’s Day Rosary at the Cemetery, The 
Silva Coat Drive, First Sunday Donut Social, Thanksgiving Basket 
deliveries, 40 Days for Life, Exemplification Ceremony and the 
Midway fraternal event.  I wish that I could mention everyone by 
name, but I would inadvertently omit someone.  Please accept 
the Council's sincere appreciation for all your efforts. 

The month of December offers opportunities to serve the Council 
and the Parish.  The following events need various skill sets to 
plan and execute: Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest, Xmas 
Masses Parking Crew, CCOP building repairs, Breakfast with 
Santa, and Giving Tree drivers.  And last – but not least – kudos 
go to The Hewitt’s for hosting the traditional Council Xmas Party 
at their home. 

Let’s pray for each other as we enter this blessed Advent 
Season.  We watch and wait and serve in the name of the One 
who was born of the Virgin.  December will get busy as we 
prepare for the Christmas Season. Let’s try to not get lost in the 
busyness and focus to the importance of family and time 
together. Like a New Year’s resolution, we can make an Advent 
commitment to focus on bettering ourselves as the dawn of a new 
Church year begins. 

O come, o come, Emmanuel.  Be with us, Lord. 

  
Vivat Jesus,  
GK Jom Sicat 
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From the Council Faith Director 
J.M.J. 

God is Faithful! 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! Advent is again upon us. A time for preparation, 
reflection and anticipation. 

  

One is lured to material preparations with a special here and another (black) 
(cyber) special there. One’s time and efforts are distracted from the Real 
meaning of the Advent Season. I encourage all members to watch and wait. 
We wait for the day that the birth of a little child can and has changed the 
whole world; a day we know as Christmas.  

Years ago, I took time to really meditate on the day of Christmas. Yes, like all 
of us, as a child, I was really excited! I Gazed on the Christmas Tree, 
a fresh, live, dark green symbol of my Catholic faith and my Church commu-
nity. The smell still lingers in my sub conscience. The color was reflected by 
the lights surrounding and glowing throughout this tall living object taking up 
the full picture window of our house. These lights reminded me of God lighting 
the way to our salvation. These lights became a glowing beacon in my soul. 
These lights became more glowing by the colored ornaments shimmering and 
the glow reflecting off them.  This reflection of my life is like the many friends 
that have surrounded me through out my life; Reflecting my need and duty to 
love all of them at all times, unconditionally. 

The Day came and I was overwhelmed by the gifts of Christmas for all of the 
family. The many well thought out gifts are a symbol of the many 
gifts God gives Us. Well thought out and meeting my wishes and dreams. I 
have to admit that one gift would eventually become my favorite and the other 
simply discarded or forgotten. I came to realize that God wants us to be happy 
and freely gives us many more gifts than we really deserve. I, like a (spoiled) 
child, did not really realize what God had intended. To enjoy and treas-
ure ALL of the gifts He has in store for us.  

I hope that this reflection is shared with your family and friends. I hope that 
you also come to reflect on your journey of the Christmas season. A Merry 
Christmas to all! 

 

Respectfully, Your faithful Lecturer, PGK Dennis Maurice.  

 

And have a Happy New Year! 
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Our Faith Director Points Us to a Story from the Past 
 

THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE KNIGHTS DURING THE 
CRISTIADA 

4/26/2012 

María de Lourdes Ruiz Scaperlanda 

 
Cristero soldiers   Mexican freedom fighters who rose up against the anti-Catholic laws   ride with the banner of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and Christ the King. Depicted here is the San Gaspar regiment, led by Cristero officer Manuel Ramírez de Oliva. 

On an ordinary January day in 1927, as Yocundo Durán walked home in Chihuahua, Mexico, 
he crossed paths with Federal Gen. Miguel Valle, who was walking out of a local tavern. The 
general recognized Durán and had one of his soldiers detain him and ask, “Are you a Knight of 
Columbus?” 

During this period, the Knights of Columbus became a symbol of all things Catholic: a hopeful 
sign to Mexican Catholics and a seditious organization in the eyes of government leaders. 

Durán confirmed that he was a Knight and asked whether there was any evil in it. Considering 
this an indictment, Valle pronounced Durán a “subversive Catholic” and ordered him shot on 
the spot. Durán’s body was later delivered to his family in a bricklayer’s cart. 

Scenes like this were not uncommon in 1920s Mexico, as the Mexican government led one of 
the most violent anti-Catholic persecutions in the 20th century. During this  
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period, the Knights of Columbus became a symbol of all things Catholic: a hopeful sign to Mexican 
Catholics and a seditious organization in the eyes of government leaders. 

PERSECUTION BEGINS 

Just five years after the first Knights of Columbus council was established in Mexico in 1905, the 
country was catapulted into a long period of armed conflict, now called the Mexican Revolution. 
But what started as a fight against the established autocratic order evolved into a multi-sided civil 
war, with each competing faction claiming legitimacy. 

Although Catholicism had been a part of Mexico’s history for nearly 400 years, the Catholic 
Church was perceived as hostile toward the revolution, resulting in an unstable and anti-religious 
social and political environment. A new constitution, which included several anti-clerical articles, 
was drafted in 1917, setting the stage for an era of persecution that lasted more than two dec-
ades. 

In April 1917, Mexican bishops living in San Antonio prepared a letter of protest, affirming that the 
new constitution “destroys the most sacred rights of the Catholic Church, of Mexican Society, and 
of Christian individuals.” 

Despite these challenges, the Order in Mexico not only survived this period; it thrived. Membership 
grew from 400 Knights in 1918 to almost 6,000 in 51 councils just six years later. 

Between 1926 and 1929, an open rebellion took place against the government’s new persecutory 
laws, which were formulated and strictly enforced under Mexican President Plutarco Elías Calles. 
Resistance to the “Calles Law” started peacefully, in the form of signed petitions, economic boy-
cotts and demonstrations. But in August 1926, sporadic uprisings sparked the beginning of the 
Cristero War, or Cristiada. The rebels took their name from their battle cry: “¡Viva Cristo 
Rey!” (Long Live Christ the King!). To the Mexican government, this pronouncement   often last 
words of Cristeros before their deaths   was more than a declaration of faith; it was an act of trea-
son. About 70 Mexican Knights were among the Cristeros who died while standing up for their 
faith. 

During this time, the government seized Catholic schools and seminaries, expropriated Church 
property, and outlawed religious education. It closed Catholic hospitals, orphanages and homes 
for the elderly. It also banned monastic orders, expelled foreign-born clergy and prohibited public 
worship. Priests and nuns were barred from wearing religious garments, from voting, and from crit-
icizing the government or commenting on public affairs either in writing or in speech. If charged 
with a violation of the law, they were, like Durán, often denied a trial. 

Mexico’s bishops were expelled, and many of the clergy were exiled for years; those who re-
mained or returned in secret were forced to work and minister “underground.” Many seminarians 
were also exiled to Spain or the United States. 

AN ORGANIZED RESPONSE 

From the Order’s establishment in Mexico, Knights were active in starting schools and hospitals 

and invigorating the spiritual life of parishes. Within the country, the Knights  ... 
 

For the remainder of this article, go to: 
 
 http://www.kofc.org/en/columbia/detail/2012_05_cristero_war_knights.html 

http://www.kofc.org/en/columbia/detail/2012_05_cristero_war_knights.html
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Message from Brother Dominick Pietro 
Brothers Knights, 

Your help is needed to support the Eucharistic Adoration mission in our parish at St 
Elizabeth Seton on Monday or Wednesday of each week. The time commitment  is small 
compared to the great benefit of prayer, peace, and love you receive from our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. If you can not commit to an hour two brothers can split a time slot 30 minutes each. 

Thanks. 
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Coming Events 
 

04/11/18/(25?) December 

 Gateway Safeway Pickup, 8:00am 

01 December Donut Social– All Morning Masses 

O5 December Officer’s Meeting, 7PM, St. Augustine’s Hall, Room 4 

08 December Breakfast with Santa, St. Augustine’s Hall 

12 December Dinner, 7:00 PM, Business Meeting, 7:45 PM, St. Augustine’s Hall; Rms 4-5 

14 December Council Christmas Party 

24/25 December Parking 

 

08/15/22/29 January 

 Gateway Safeway Pickup, 8:00am 

02 January Officer’s Meeting, 7PM, St. Augustine’s Hall, Room 4 

05 January Donut Social– All Morning Masses 

09 January Dinner, 7:00 PM, Business Meeting, 7:45 PM, St. Augustine’s Hall; Rms 4-5 

18 January 2nd & 3rd Degree Exemplifications, SES 8am—4pm 

25 January Walk For Life, San Francisco 
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From the Worthy Chancellor 
My Dear Brothers in Christ, 

 

I want to address this month’s comments to our 1st and 2nd Degree Brothers. 

Why are you encouraged to progress through the 2nd and 3rd Degrees? 

I ask you to remember back to when you became a Knight.  What brought you to 
the Knights of Columbus? 

A common theme I here is to “serve;” to serve the parish, to serve the community 
and to serve the world.  And that is a very good and worthy reason.  But many of 
us like the experience of togetherness (unity) and camaraderie (fraternity). 

The Knights of Columbus currently have 4 degrees, with the 3rd degree being "Full 
Knighthood" and the 4th degree being more an honorary degree, the Patriotic De-
gree.  So as a Knight moves through the degrees, each is focused on one of the 
pillars of the Order:  Charity (1st), Unity (2nd), Fraternity (3rd) and Patriotism 
(4th). 

The design is to help men realize the pillars of the Order of the Knights of Colum-
bus, with a teaching of one of the pillars for each degree.  But I find that most 
Knights find more personal reasons.   I came into the Knights to serve (charity), 
and then lived the unity and fraternity as I received my 2nd and 3rd Degrees.  I 
have gotten a taste of the patriotism by attending the Red, Blue and Gold dinner 
that the Knights sponsor to honor our First Responders, and a few other events. 

So I ask you to consider advancing at least to Full Knighthood, the 3rd Degree. 

 

Here is an upcoming Opportunity for Advancement: 

Combined 2nd and 3rd Degree: Saturday, January 18, 2020 at St. Elizabeth Seton, 
--hosted by our council. 

Please contact me if you have any interest in these advancement opportunities. 

 

Michael Schibler, Chancellor  

925.989.7890  mschibler@comcast.net 
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From the Newsletter Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link for New Subscribers 
https://mysantaclara.scu.edu/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.scu.edu%2fjst%2fresources%
2fwaiting-in-joyful-hope-an-advent-prayer%2f&srcid=249396&srctid=1&erid=5c352186-bfbc-46d9-

830e-cc9a92bfd881&trid=5c352186-bfbc-46d9-830e-cc9a92bfd881 
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Several Council Brothers Honored Our Veterans by 
Reciting the Rosary at St. Augustine’s Cemetery on 

Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2019 
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Our Worthy Grand Knight Presents Appreciation  
Certificates to Sharon McKee and Linda Loftus after their  

Presentation on Eucharistic Adoration at CCoP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Worthy Grand Knight Presents the Knight of the 
Month Award for September to PGK Dave Melander 
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Our Council Hosts an Exemplification of  
the Admission (1st) Degree at our Council Meeting, 

November 14, 2019 

Welcome to Our New Council Brothers 

 

John Baiocchi, Jim Bochner, Greg Butler, Paul Gutwald, Luis Medina,  
Alvin Tam, Mike Urban, Ryan Wibawa, and Paul Zolfarelli 
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 Classified— Brothers Helping Brothers 

Photography 

 

Tracy Seager 

 

(925) 264-9967 

 

tracy_seeger@hotmail.com 
 

Medical Insurance 
 

Tax Preparation 

 

Robert Strawn 

 

(925) 249-0600 

 

http://www.amtstax.com 

 

Plumber 

 

Tom Cortez 

 

(925) 461-8549 
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  Classified— Brothers Helping Brothers 

 Realtor 

Mark Kotch 

(925) 989-1581 

Alain Pinel Realtors 

Lic # 01409780 

http://www.MarkKotch.com 

Realtor 

 

Chris Duarte 
 

(925) 699-1969 

 

Photo Restore 

 

Ted Dudziak 
 

(510) 912-6370 
 

dudziak.tj@gmail.com 

 

Embroidering 

 

Jane Medeiros 

 

darrenmedeiros@gmail.com 

Language Translator 
French, Dutch (Flemish), Spanish 

 

Mark Jacops 

 

mjsunol@comcast.net 

 

If you wish to advertise in this 
Newsletter, Please contact the 

Past Grand Knight, Ted Dudziak. 

510-912-6370 

tedforkofc6043@gmail.com 

Page 17 
December 2019 



 

 

 Page 18 
August 2011 
 

Page 18 
December 2019 

  

Notes from the Newsletter Editor 
If you see errors in the contents of the Council Newsletter, please notify the Newsletter Editor at 
bob_for_kofc6043@pacbell.net or 408-234-8224. 

If you are receiving a printed copy of this newsletter and can be accessed via email you are missing 
out!  The electronic copy of the Newsletter arrives sooner, is in color and the content is not 
compressed to fit into the limitations of the printed page.  If you want an electronic copy, send 
your email address to:  dompe@pacbell.net.  An electronic copy of the Newsletter is also available 

on the Council’s Website:  www.kofc6043.org 

If you have submitted an entry to the Prayer Requests on the following page, please review the list 
to determine if your entry is correct and is still current.  Please contact the Newsletter Editor for 
any corrections, deletions and additions.  Entries older than six months will occasionally be 
removed.  If you wish to have the prayer request retained, please contact me.  

 

 Our Council is located in the Oakland Chapter (oaklandkofc.org), District 43.   

EMPLOYMENT – CONNECTIIONS 
Our focus is on where you are as an individual in your job search and address those issues 
where you need immediate direction. 
 

Job Search Guidance, Resource Information, Networking, Inspiration and Support in an open 
and safe environment.  
 

We welcome anyone in need of help with their job search to join us  
 

We meet on the 1st Monday Evening each month at 7 PM -  St Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Drive (Room B), Pleasanton 
 

Please join us on Linkedin; Group - Employment Connections CCOP  
mikemachi5600@gmail.com  925-519-5797 
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Prayer List 
For those who are ill we pray that they will find 
the healing power of God: 
e 

Joe Urban– Son of Brother Mike Urban  
Thomas Gutwald– Brother of Brother Paul Gutwald 
Luisa Morrisutti– Wife of Paul Morrisutti 
Jerry Crosby– Friend of PGK Ted Dudziak 
Elsa Vinolon- Friend of Brother Rolly Bantugan 
Tomas Garcia, Jr.– Brother-in-Law of Brother Rolly Bantugan 
Erlinda Garcia– Sister-in-Law of Brother Rolly Bantugan 
Ronnie Estabillo-Friend of Brother Rolly Bantugan 
Philip Errede- Friend of PGK Stephen Natale 
Irene Bastardo– Sister-in-Law of PGK Stephen Natale 
Kevin McArdle- Friend of PGK Stephen Natale 
Helen Rodriguez– Friend of PGK Stephen Natale 
Brad Schocpflin– Son of Brother Derk Burrus 
Mary & Nicole Burrus-Daughters of Brother Derk Burrus 
Deborah Henry– Friend of Brother John Arena 
Jennifer Arena-Wife of Brother John Arena 
Mitzi Rossi & Bob Harms– Friends of Brother Tom Smith 
Russell Hartness– GodSon, Nephew of PGK Dennis Maurice 
Brian Zadorozny– Brother-in-Law of PGK Dennis Maurice 
Nicholas Maurice– Son of PGK Dennis Maurice 
Traci Moyot– Daughter of Brother Bill Jorgensen 
Goy Jin– Relative of Brother Michael Burns 
Terrance Ryan– Brother of Brother Kevin Ryan 
Athena Andrade– Cousin of Brother Savio D’Cruz 
H. Sloan & Judy Burt– Friends of Brother Richard Fredette 
Gloria Fredette-Wife of Brother Richard Fredette 
Scott Palmer– Son-in-Law of Brother Paul Martens 
Ann Avon– Friend of Brother Brian Langham 
Sheila Pridham– Sister of Brother Brian Langham 
Donald Langham– Father of Brother Brian Langham 
Francis Alnoli– Father-in-Law of Brother Andy Atuegbu 
Bernard Glendon– Brother of Brother Howard Merrill 
Ken Doruff– Uncle of Brother Scott Doruff 
Done Domingo– Relative of Brother Scott Doruff 
Reid Doruff– Brother of Brother Scott Doruff 
Gary Rath- Friend of Brother Scott Doruff 
Marianne Olladd– Relative of Brother Scott Doruff 
Susan Selna– Wife of Brother Ted Selna 
Susan Fjerstad– Sister of Brother Rob Fjerstad 
Sue Fjerstad– Mother of Brother Rob Fjerstad 
David Massa– Son of Brother Tony Massa 
Peter Nico– Son of Brother Bill Nico 
Benjamin Wolf– Son of Brother Bob Wolf 
John Soby– Son for Brother Tony Soby 
Jeannie Pohorsky– Sister of Brother Michael Schibler 
Joseph Schibler– Brother of Brother Michael Schibler 
Bella Gavino- Daughter of Brother Tobby Gavino 
George Hegarty Sr.– Father of Brother George Hegarty 
Vito D’Albora– Brother of Brother Manny D’Albora 
Charlotte Machi– Wife of PGK Mike Machi, Sr. 
Jesica Nett– GrandDaughter of Brother Tom Egan 
Conchita Sigua– Mother of Brother Chris Sigua 
Herb Cervontes– Friend of Brother Chris Sigua 
Roxy Sigua– Wife of Brother Chris Sigua 
Bob Grubbs– Son of Brother David Grubbs  
Kevin Raja– Son of Brother Paul Raja 
Kim Kenny– Daughter of Brother Joe Kenny 
Chris Kenny– Son of Brother Joe Kenny 
Madison Hebron– Daughter of PGK Ron Hebron 
Cody McQuilliams– Grandson of Brother David Wellbeloved 
Chuck Grandon– Son of Brother David Wellbeloved 
Jim/Helen Wellbeloved– Brother of Brother David Wellbeloved 

Theresa Fitzpatrick– Mother of Brother Ed Fitzpatrick 
Melanie Brent– Wife of PGK Jeff Brent 
Shauna Gourley– Daughter of Brother Joe Gourley 
Olivia Negrete– Wife of Brother Emet Negrete 
Karen Brady– Daughter of Brother Joe Bonnevolke 
Deacon Joe Sicat- Father of Grand Knight Jom Sicat 

Sarah Miller- Daughter of Brother Pete Miller 
Paul Schmidth– Friend of Brother Dom Pietro 
Kelly Pietro- Daughter of Brother Dom Pietro 
Lyssa Pietro– Daughter of Brother Dom Pietro 
Ellen & George Fitzgerald– Parents of Brother Frank Fitzgerald 
Paul Fitzgerald– Brother of Brother Frank Fitzgerald 
Eddie Fitzgerald– Brother of Brother Frank Fitzgerald 
Sandy Warren– Wife of Brother Frank Fitzgerald 
Jack Deckert– Son of Brother Chuck Deckert 
Marvel Brodnick– Mother of Brother Dean Brodnick 
Wenkwei Liu– Father of Brother Grant Liu 
Ardys Henson- Mother of Brother Christian Dungo 
Ellyn Kelly– Mother of PGK Ray Kelly 
Patricia Guzman– Mother of Brother Robert Strawn 
Dick Palia, Dominic Trigali, Conchita Yumal, 
Terry Brodnick, Dan Samson, Nina Palminteri, and 
Greeta Pliler- Friends of Brother Jack Barbaccia 
Jim Barbaccia– Son of Brother Jack Barbaccia 
Florence Barbaccia– Wife of Brother Jack Barbaccia 
Mike Kotch– Son of PGK Mark Kotch 
Mike Santos– Son of Brother John Santos 
Raemmy Unpingco– Mother of PGK Paul Unpingco 
Phillip Reilly– Son of PGK Joe Reilly 
Connie Solomon- Friend of PGK Lou Santero 
Craldine Santero– Daughter of PGK Lou Santero 
DN. Ron Horan- Friend of PGK Lou Santero 
Ed Santero– Son of PGK Lou Santero 
Adrienue Wood– Daughter of Brother John Wood 
Marie Sena– Sister-in-Law of PGK Mike Kliment 
Connie Fross– Friend of PGK Mike Kliment 
Michael Paul Kliment– Grandson of PGK Mike Kliment 
Travyn Rasiah– Son of Brother Pravin Rasiah 
Benjamin Cruz– Son of Brother Anthony Cruz 
Pam Hundal-Friend of Brother Ron Hansen 
Jennifer Hansen– Daughter of Brother Ron Hansen 
David Cenqua– Friend of Brother Mark Worrell 
Helen Hirashiki-Wife of Brother Mark Worrell 
Dante Andal– Father of Brother Dennis Andal 
Kevin Ngwanyia– Son of Brother George Ngwanyia 
Christine Estrada-Wife of Brother Junior Estrada 
Joshua Studendorff– Son of Brother Mike Studendorff 
Kelli Machi-Wife of PGK Mike Machi, Jr. 
Brother Robert Bills 
Brother Mario Butzner 
Brother Frank Costa 
Brother Walter Desouza 
Brother Frank Fitzgerald 
Brother Rich Goddu 
Brother John Gorman 
Brother Dave Grubbs 
Brother Bronco Hinek 
Brother Howard Merrill 
Brother Ted Selna 
Brother Mike Studendorff 
Brother David Wellbeloved 
BPGK Chuck Berardi 
PGK Dan Hughes 
PGK Joe Jones & Wife Arlena 
PGK Mike Machi, Sr. 
PGK Dennis Maurice 
PGK Dave Melander 
PGK John Moore 
PGK Paul Unpingco 
Rob Gibbs– Friend of the Council 
Ray Fosse— A’s Announcer, Friend of this Council 
 

For those who are deceased we pray that they will 
join in the love of God: 
 

Fr. Paul Minnihan– Pastor and Former Chaplain 
 

For all who are serving in the military we pray: 
That the love of God will be with them.  Especially those 
in harms way.  
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Past issues of this newsletter can be found in our web site, www.kofc6043.org. 

Send your email address to Bob Dompe to obtain this newsletter via email. 

Knights of Columbus  6043 

www.kofc6043.org 

P.O. Box 454, Pleasanton, CA 

 

If you wish to have your copy 
of the Newsletter discontinued, 

please notify the Newsletter 
Editor, Bob Dompe 

bob_for_kofc6043@pacbell.net  


